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Foreword  

 

Welcome to the first consultation draft of the Bardsey cum Rigton Neighbourhood Plan!  

The Neighbourhood Plan is not, of course, the first initiative we have taken to shape the 

future of our village and our community. Indeed many of you will remember the Village 

Design Statement and the Parish Plan, which were published during the course of the 

last decade or so. Both sought to reflect the qualities of the village, and to further the 

aspirations of its residents. Both have been instrumental in guiding Parish Council policy 

and funding.  

This Neighbourhood Plan is a much more exciting and significant event, however. With 

the introduction of the Localism Act in 2011, we the residents have the opportunity to 

exert a much more profound influence over our own future. Yes the Neighbourhood Plan 

follows on from those earlier documents, but it is a very different entity.  

Firstly it must achieve a democratic mandate to be adopted at all, established by a ma-

jority of residents voting in favour of it in a village referendum. Secondly, once adopted 

(and unlike earlier documents) it has statutory authority.  It becomes part of the frame-

work of legal regulation shaping many aspects of the development of Bardsey -cum -

Rigton, and cannot be simply ignored or circumvented. These essential differences af-

ford the community greatly increased input to key aspects such as housing develop-

ment.  

The Governmentôs intention is that the Neighbourhood Plan should be a key factor in 

Bardseyôs development until at least 2028. As you will see it therefore includes policies 

covering a wide range of issues from healthy lifestyles to preserving the essential char-

acter of both the built and natural environments. Because of its relative importance and 

complexity, much of the work which has gone into its production has related to housing 

development, however.  

Although Leeds City Councilôs Strategic Housing and Land Availability Assessment 

(SHLAA) is fortunately not seeking large scale housing development in Bardsey, our 

own housing needs survey identifies a clear need for some new housing in the Parish. 

The Neighbourhood Plan therefore includes strong planning policies designed to facili-

tate these smaller developments in appropriate locations, subject to the high design 

and quality standards desired by us all.  

Finally I would like to say a heartfelt thank you to all our residents on behalf of Bardsey 

cum Rigton Parish Council, the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee and myself for 

your unfailing support and enormous contribution during the extended period over 

which our Neighbourhood Plan has been in preparation. We quite literally could not 

have delivered it without you. The reward is a Neighbourhood Plan which sets the 

course for our community for years to come, and will ensure the vitality and essential 

character of our very special village is preserved for future generations.  

 

Ed Stentiford,  

Chairman, Bardsey cum Rigton Parish Council  
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1. Introduction  

The opportunity  to  draw  up  a Neighbourhood  Development  Plan 

(NDP)  is a new  privilege  afforded to  local  communities  under  a 

new  Act  of  Parliament,  the  Localism  Act,  which  was  given  Royal 

Assent  on  15 th  November  2011.The  Localism  Act  introduced  major  

reforms  intended  to  give  local communities  much  more  influence  

over  their  own  affairs,  and  a much  greater  say  in  their  own future  

development.  

The  decision  to  draw  up  such  a Plan is optional,  but  not  to  do  

so would  forego  this  unique  opportunity for setting out our pro-

posals for the growth of our  community  for the next 15  years.  

Bardsey  cum  Rigton  Parish  Council  therefore  took  the  decision  

early  in  2012  to  draw  up  this Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

This first  draft is a key opportunity for the Parish Council  and 

the  Steering  Group  who  have  been  driving  this  work  forward  to  

consult  with  our  community and other  stakeholders  such  as Leeds  

City  Council  (LCC)  on  the  direction  of  this  Plan and  our  strategy  for 

seeing our community continue to flourish in the years  ahead.  

 

1.1 Background to the Neighbourhood Development Plan  

A NDP is a community - led  framework  for  guiding  the  future  develop-

ment  and  growth  of  a locality,  such as a Parish, having defined 

boundaries and a qualifying authority such as a Parish  Council.  

At the outset of the process, the qualifying body, in our case Bard-

sey cum Rigton Parish  Council,  is required  to  define  the  area  that  

the  Plan will  apply  to  and  have  that  approved  by  Leeds  City  Coun-

cil.  For  parished  areas  such  as ours  it  is normal  for  the  established  

Parish  boundary  to  be  the  limits  of  this  óNeighbourhood Areaô, al-

though  that  is not  always  the  case.  The Parish  Council  applied to 

the City Council for the whole of our Parish to be defined thus on 

14th April 2012  and  this  decision  was endorsed by Leeds City 

Council  on 25 th  September 2012.  Since  that  time,  however,  there  

has  been  a small  but  significant  alteration in our Parish boundary 

with neighbouring Scarcroft and both Parish Councils are  now  dis-

cussing  the  need  to  have  our  Neighbourhood  Area  boundaries  

brought  into  line  with  this change.  The current  Neighbourhood  

Area  and  Parish  boundaries  are  illustrated  in  Map 1 overleaf.  

There  is considerable  flexibility  as to  what  is included  in  a NDP. The 

principal  objective  is to  define  policies  for  the  use  and  develop-

ment  of  land,  and  to  address  the  social,  environmental  and eco-

nomic consequences of such development. Ideally the NDP be-

comes a broader statement  of the vision which a local community 

has for its own  future.  


