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s CITY COUNCIL



Neighbourhood Planning Project Board (Meeting 2)
Date & Time: Wednesday 5th December 2012 @ 4.30pm
Venue: Scarcroft Village Hall
In attendance:
	John Procter
	Leeds City Councillor
	Wetherby Ward 

	Andrew Birkbeck
	Localism Officer
	East North East Area Support Team

	Michael Oakes
	Chair
	Aberford & District Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee 

	Ian Frankland
	Parish Councillor
	Bardsey-cum-Rigton Parish Council

	Ed Stentiford
	Parish Councillor
	Bardsey-cum-Rigton Parish Council

	Julian Holmes
	Parish Councillor
	Collingham-with- Linton Parish Council 

	Peter Moore
	Parish Councillor
	Harewood Parish Council 

	Don Sickall
	Parish Councillor
	Harewood Parish Council

	Margaret Wilkinson
	Parish Councillor
	Harewood Parish Council

	Jill Bolton
	Chair
	Linton Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

	Breeda Murray
	Steering Group Member
	Scarcroft Village Neighbourhood Plan Group

	Debbie Potter
	Parish Councillor
	Shadwell Parish Council

	Rob Wilkinson
	Steering Group Member
	Shadwell Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

	Norma Harrington
	Town Councillor 
	Wetherby Town Council


Apologies: 
	Matthew Robinson
	Leeds City Councillor
	Harewood Ward

	Carole Clark
	Area Officer
	East North East Area Support Team

	Andrew Batty
	Parish Councillor
	East Keswick Parish Council

	Peter Hart
	Clerk
	Scarcroft Parish Council

	Ruth Middleton
	Parish Councillor
	Scarcroft Parish Council 

	Gwen Brown
	Parish Councillor 
	Thorner Parish Council 

	Victoria Goodall-Fawcus
	Parish Councillor 
	Thorner Parish Council 


1. Welcome, introductions and apologies
· Apologies were received from Cllr Matthew Robinson (Harewood Ward), Carole Clark (Area Officer – East North East Area Support Team), Cllr Andrew Batty (East Keswick Parish Council), Peter Hart (Clerk – Scarcroft PC), Cllr Ruth Middleton (Scarcroft Parish Council), Cllr Gwen Brown (Thorner Parish Council) and Cllr Victoria Goodall-Fawcus (Thorner Parish Council).
2. Minutes from previous meetings

· The Minutes from the previous Project Board meeting (04.07.12 – Meeting 1) were amended and approved as an accurate record.
· The draft Terms of Reference - as circulated by the Localism Officer - were unanimously agreed by the Board. 
3. Neighbourhood Planning – An update as to the position in Leeds

· The Localism Officer outlined the current position in Leeds regarding neighbourhood planning. In doing so the Localism Officer made reference to the recent amendments made to the council’s draft Core Strategy ahead of its submission to Secretary of State for examination. 

· The Localism Officer also commented on the article that appeared in recent edition of Planning magazine quoting Phil Crabtree (LCC, Chief Planning Officer) and the threat of developers pushing through large planning applications via the appeal process. 

· Board members expressed concern about the government’s Growth and Infrastructure Bill and the apparent contradictory messages it contained in relation to both neighbourhood planning and the 2011 Localism Act. 

· The Localism Officer informed the Board that there were still two outstanding neighbourhood area designations involving both Aberford and Barwick & Scholes Parish Council. The Chair said that meetings involving the affected parishes, Ward Members and LCC officers would be arranged as a matter of urgency in order to resolve any issues. 

· The Chair talked at length about the forthcoming site allocations process, reiterating the position outlined in a recent email from Harewood and Wetherby Ward Members to all Parish Councils and neighbourhood plan steering groups. 

· The Chair said that since the last meeting on site allocations involving all parishes in early September, Ward Members had met twice with Officers to discuss the issues and options available. A further meeting was scheduled for January 2013.  

· The Localism Officer informed the meeting that the timeline for the site allocations process had altered. Site assessments are still to be carried out on 34 sites in ONE Leeds as well as in other areas across Leeds. The Localism Officer agreed to amend the site allocations timeline he produced in September when he was able to get a fuller picture of how things were now likely to progress. 

4. Progress on action plan
· The Chair invited each member of the Project Board to discuss progress on the four-point action plan issued by the Localism Officer:
· Harewood Parish Council informed the meeting that they were keen on the idea of producing a Neighbourhood Plan but with two distinct sections; one for Harewood Village and one for the Wigton Moor area of the parish. A meeting with officers from LCC was to be arranged early in the New Year to discuss this further. Opening-up meaningful dialogue with Harewood Estate remains an issue despite concerted efforts by the Parish Council.  
· Jill Bolton from the Linton Village Society informed the meeting that a recent fundraising event had raised £3k towards their Neighbourhood Plan project. A recent questionnaire, sent out by the steering group, had garnered a 55% response rate. The nine SHLAA sites in and around Linton village have been looked at as part of the consultation process and a highways assessment has been carried-out assessing infrastructure needs in the village. 
· Cllr Holmes informed the meeting that the Collingham Neighbourhood Planning committee had now been merged into one single entity. A recent village survey on neighbourhood planning had garnered a 25% response rate. Cllr Holmes expressed frustration at being unable to agree the area covered by Collingham’s Neighbourhood Plan with neighbouring East Keswick Parish Council. Cllr Holmes asked if Cllr John Procter could help facilitate some clear-the-air discussions on this issue. Cllr Holmes concluded by saying that resources to finance the emerging Collingham Neighbourhood Plan would have to come – for the short term at least - from Parish Council reserves.  
· Mike Oakes, Chair of the Aberford & District Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee, explained that monthly meetings were taking place and two sub groups had been formed relating to a community profile and infrastructure & communications. In January, an open day will be held to launch not only Neighbourhood Plan but also the Aberford Village Design Statement. The committee has looked at SHLAA sites as part of the neighbourhood planning process but they remained concerned that their neighbourhood planning area had yet to be designated by Leeds City Council.
· Bardsey Parish Council informed the meeting that they had held a public meeting on the 15 SHLAA sites in and around the village. This consultation exercise identified a need for affordable housing and one and two bedroomed properties to allow older residents the opportunity to down-size. 
· Breeda Murray informed the meeting that Scarcroft Village Neighbourhood Plan Group was in the process of carrying-out a number of site assessments on both SHLAA and non-SHLAA sites in the village. A consultative questionnaire had been drafted and Breeda furthered that there had been some positive interaction with local landowners. 
· Shadwell Parish Council informed the meeting that since the last Board meeting they had had their neighbourhood area designated by LCC and the steering group were meeting on a monthly basis. The steering group had also established a website and now had a social media presence. Cllr Potter reported that the Parish Council had held a series of productive meetings with neighbouring parishes on the subject of their emerging plan and they were close to sending out their first consultative questionnaire. Rob Wilkinson stated that he and other steering group members were looking at the draft Walton Neighbourhood Plan for inspiration.  
· Wetherby Town Council informed the meeting that they were holding a public consultation event in Wetherby Town Hall on 6th, 7th and 8th of December. At the event there would be an explanation of neighbourhood planning, photos of Wetherby (past and present) and a chance for local residents to leave their thoughts and volunteer themselves to sit on a soon-to-be-established neighbourhood planning steering group. 
5. Declarations of Interest 

· The issue of declarations of interest was raised by the Localism Officer. 

· It was agreed that the neighbourhood planning process should remain transparent at all times and any declarations of interest should be recorded and made publicly available should the need arise. 

6. A.O.B
· The Chair raised the issue of the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and informed the meeting that a working group had been set-up involving members of the Housing and Regeneration Scrutiny Board.

· Until the levy was set by the council there remained uncertainty over how much money a community could expect to receive towards infrastructure following the allocation of new development. 

· The Localism Officer highlighted that there was currently a public consultation taking place on extending permitted development rights https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/extending-permitted-development-rights-for-homeowners-and-businesses-technical-consultation. The deadline for responses is 24th December 2012.
7. Date and time of next meeting

· The Localism Officer will circulate a time and date for the next Project Board meeting in due course.
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