BARDSEY CUM RIGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH FEBRUARY 2008
RESIDENTS AND POLICE FORUM PCSO Louise Lodge introduced PC Steve Lane who had transferred to Neighbourhood Policing for the area which included Bardsey. PC Lane could be contacted at Wetherby Police Station. He informed Councillors that 4 reportable crimes occurred between 10th January – 14th February 2008: viz- an assault on a ‘bus (arrest made/caution given); criminal damage to a ‘bus (stone thrown at windscreen - arrests made); a drink-driving offence (arrest made); and a theft of Yorkshire stone taken from a household drive.

Cllr Lobley referred to the development at 18 Congreve Way where bricks were stored on the pavement. Permission for this was for a fixed time only. The Police were aware of the obstruction and had issued a notice to re-affirm that permission was necessary to store the bricks on the roadside, and if an obstruction was caused and this was not removed, this might be liable to a fine. The Police intended to visit the site again to review the current position. 
Cllr Bradford referred to Hetchell Woods – see minute 6129.1 below.     

PRESENT: Cllrs Hills, Bradford, Flockton, Gooch, Hoyland, Lobley, Overfield, Stentiford.

APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Tatman. 

6128   MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 10TH JANUARY 2008   These were approved.

6129   MATTERS ARISING
1. Conditions in Hetchell Woods. Cllr Bradford stated further incidents had occurred in Hetchell Woods involving litter, broken glass, graffiti and spray paint on trees. The area had become intimidating. In the Police Forum earlier, it was confirmed that the area was monitored as the Police were aware of incidents occurring, mainly at weekends, when visits by PCSOs would continue. An email from Caroline Thorogood informed the Council of proposals for signs to be installed in the woods. 

2. Youth Provision. A cheque for £660 had been received and would be used for the improvements to the playground to be completed as a priority by the end of 2008. Cllr Gooch had submitted a grant application and, after responding to a request for further information, the position appeared positive. Cllr Bradford was informed by Leeds City Council that a person would be nominated as Youth Co-ordinator and encouraged to meet him. He would await this contact.  

3. Extension of 30mph speed limit on Blackmoor Lane. The clerk had written to Ward Cllr Shelbrooke. No further information had been received. 

4. Parish Council Notice boards. A site for the East Rigton notice board on the village green had been decided and it would be installed shortly.                                         (Action PH and JB)
5. Bardsey Parish Council Website. Cllr Gooch reported it was hoped to make some progress to report to the next meeting, particularly on updating to include Parish Council minutes. Consideration would be given to allowing external information on the website and the controls to be put in place over this facility.                                                                                                          (Action DG)   

6. Possibility of Bus-stop Shelter at Bank Top. The Chairman reported on discussion with Antler Homes and Leeds Metro. Metro are to monitor users of the stop. If an average of less than 40 people per day use the bus stop Metro will not provide a bus shelter. The Chairman also pointed out to both parties that the bus stop is in front of a new house and may need to be moved.   Metro. will talk to Antler Homes and keep us informed,

7. Kisdorf Reunion/Bardsey Fest 2008. The Chairman suggested that the visitors could be given a copy of the Parish Plan on their visit this year. This would supplement the History of Bardsey and other gifts given previously. Cllrs had previously received copies of an email from Kisdorf Burgomeister regarding the invitation to a German youth camp.        
8. Bardsey Sports Club Extension.  Cllr Overfield reported progress towards the submission of a planning application, hoping for planning permission in the Spring. The plans were designed to meet sports authorities’ guidelines to secure grant funding from these sources. Fundraising was going well and, to date, approximately 50% of the likely cost had been met.  The Sports Club leased the building from the Parish Council, which must approve the plans, in writing, before being submitted for formal planning permission. The Parish Council had the option to request, once approved, that planning application was forwarded on behalf of the Council, and the Sports Club must reimburse any costs incurred by the Council. Cllr Bradford reminded the Parish Council that the Village Hall Committee would be seeking similar formal approval for planning.

Cllr Hoyland proposed, seconded by Cllr Lobley, and it was agreed unanimously, that when approved, planning permission be submitted on behalf of the Parish Council to the Local Authority for the Bardsey Sports Club Alterations.

9. Condition of Cornmill Ginnel. Cllr Lobley reported on a visit by Steve Parry, LCC Highways on 8th February when he confirmed work would be undertaken as a top priority but a timescale could not be confirmed. An Environment Officer would consider how the area could be improved, including soil removal, tree felling/replanting and, after measuring the water table, where to re-locate the drains at the lowest point. 

10. Emptying Green Bin at Blacksmith’s Field. The Clerk was seeking to obtain regular emptying of this bin.    








(Action JG)        
11. Removal of Graffiti. The Clerk had written to request this action. A reply was awaited. Graffiti on the 30mph sign had been removed but it remained elsewhere.                    (Action PH).
12. Clearance of litter from the A58. Some litter had been collected (probably by Mr Joy) and white bags left for collection on the A58. An annual litter picking walk was scheduled for Saturday 5th April and the Clerk was encouraging local residents to participate.                        (Action JG)
13. Dog faeces on The Ginnel. The Clerk had contacted the LCC dog warden on this problem and a telephone call had been received. However, dog fouling was becoming prevalent around the Congreve area where children tended to walk their dogs but may not remove faeces after them. 
14. Rights of Way Improvement Plan. Following the decision at the December meeting to confirm a new footpath to be included on the Rights of Way Definitive Map, LCC had requested a letter to consider this.                                                                                                    (Action JG)

6130    STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 2007

1. Park Field. Cllr Bradford and Cllr Oldfield reported that only minor damage had occurred during recent flooding and they planned to re-set coping stones. Cllrs were pleased that children were starting to use Park Field.
2. Willan’s Wood. Trees in Willan’s Wood had Tree Preservation Orders and permission was required to undertake tree management work for Bardsey Tree Services to complete some work. Cllr Stentiford had planted 5 replacement trees.

3. Playground. A decision was awaited on the grant application for the renewal of play equipment and fencing. (See minute 6129.2 above.)
6131 PLANNING

1. New Applications

(a) P/08/00044/FU/NE  -   Granger House, Rigton Green – 4 bedroom house and demolition of existing house.

(b) P/08/00120/FU/HE  -   21 Bankfield  –   extensions.

(c) P/08/00194/DAG/NE  -   Land adjacent to Rigton Carr Farm. Wike Lane – agricultural development for private access to Farm.

(d) P/08/00226/FU/HE   -  56 Blackmoor Lane   –   extension.
(e) P/07/07996/FU/NE -  Elmbank House, 2 Church Lane  –  amendments to approved house type to Plot 1.

(f) P/08/00406/FU/HE  -  3 Congreve Approach  –   extensions and infill. 

(g) P/08/00257/FU/HE -  Bingley Cottage, 41 Church Lane  –  single & two storey extensions. 

(h) P/07/07117/OT/NE - Land adjacent to 16A Church Lane – amendment to appltn for one detached dwelling
Council AGREED to comments sent concerning (d) above. Information had just been received on (h) and comments, if any, would be made subsequently within the timescale permitted by the Local Planning Authority. No objection was made to the remainder.
2. Approvals by Leeds City Council.

(a) P/07/05680  –  Gateon House Farm  –  change of use of agric bldg to dwelling house. 

3. Refusals by Leeds City Council.
(a) P/07/07112/FU  –  Spear Fir Stables.

4. Withdrawn Planning Applications.

(a) 07/06024/OT – land to rear of 15 Wayside Crescent – outline application to erect dwelling.

5. Letter to LCC Planning Enforcement Officer – re: approval for extension to 18 Congreve Way. Following a Parish Council letter to the LCC Enforcement Officer a reply confirmed that a new retrospective planning application was required to comply with conditions for planning permission. The applicant had been informed. The Parish Council would be invited to comment on a retrospective planning application when submitted. Members agreed that the extension must be in random stone to match the existing stonework. 

6. Validation Criteria for Planning Applications: draft Document.  

This had been received from Leeds City Council and circulated to Members.

7. APP/N4720/A/07/2058226/WF – land to rear of 32 Wayside Mount, Scarcroft – one x 3 bedroom detached house. This appeal was under consideration and a decision awaited.   

6132 FINANCE
1. Bills for payment.

(a) BK Growers Ltd – supply of pots and plants for tubs
    …
£  85.32

(b) G Robins – gratuity for attendance as acting clerk 14/2/08 …    £  50.00

(c) Entrust (Bardsey Village Hall) – enrolment fee  

    …    £100.00
6133 CORRESPONDENCE AND NEW BUSINESS

1. Consultation on Orders & Regulations relating to Conduct of Local Authority Members in England.  
Noted.

2. Harewood & Wetherby Town & Parish Council Forum – agenda 24th January 2008 and minutes 15th November 2007.         Noted.
3. Flooding of Tythe Barn Lane/Ginnel. Cllr Overfield  recalled the flooding in January.  A large surge of water passed down Tythe Barn Lane, the Ginnel, past the Bingley Arms on to Church Lane. Similar floods occurred in June when houses opposite the Bingley Arms were flooded. Most of the flood water appeared to come from the field behind ’The Ferns’ on Tythe Barn Lane. Investigation suggested a blocked ‘sink hole’ may be the problem.  Cllr  Gooch asked whether it was possible to find out what was the drainage system for the field. Cllr Overfield would make further enquiries concerning the ownership of the field and attempt to identify what could be done to reduce the flood .  (Action NO)
4. Highways. Cllr Lobley reported on a useful visit to Mill Lane area by Steve Parry, Highways. Mr Parry recognised that the north side pavement needed attention but he could not specify when work could be undertaken. He did not feel that any improvement work around the grass verges on the south side would have any priority. Similarly, the Church Lane sunken drain/pothole was not seen as urgent compared to the drains/streets repairs in other localities across Leeds. The main priority in 2008/9 locally he put to be Cornmill ginnel. 
Civil engineers would advise him on the spring problems on Church Lane and suggested that this might be addressed prior to scheduling work in the Church Lane bridge area. 
The Wike Lane temporary closure was unplanned and it required divers to inspect and assess damage and necessary repairs from the collapse of a tunnel. A large proportion of the annual budget for 2008/2009 would be taken up to complete these repairs and he anticipated another 4 – 6 weeks before completion. 
The planned A58 pavement improvement work was expected to commence week of 3rd March 2008 and notices would be posted beforehand regarding A58 lane closures and temporary traffic light control arrangements. 
Cllr Lobley also pointed out poor road surfaces from Church Lane to Blackmoor Lane but this was not prioritised. However, it was important to identify and report potholes to be listed for repairs to highways as early as possible.       
6134   MINOR MATTERS FOR DELEGATION TO CLERK / NEXT AGENDA
1. Boundaries – grass verges. Cllr Hoyland proposed that “claiming grass verges adjacent to dwelling house boundaries” should be on the next agenda.                                     (Action JG)

2. A1 Action Group. Cllr Flockton reported on the continued functioning of the A1 Action Group looking at the impact and progress of the A1 Upgrading Scheme around Wetherby

3. Bowling Club trees. Cllr Gooch reported that the maintenance of these trees depended upon ownership and whether preservation orders applied. Information was being sort. 
4. Village Hall Committee. Cllr Gooch reported the Village Hall Committee was discussing its status, particularly regarding Trustee requirements, the obligations under The Charities Act, and implications for public liability insurance cover. Cllr Gooch invited the Members to express comments for this discussion.

Cllr Bradford believed it was important for the village hall to update and review its management systems, particularly ensuring its Constitution was relevant and conformed to any legislation which covered village halls. Parish Councillors, as custodians of the village hall, considered it was vitally important for sufficient trustees to be appointed to secure its effective care and management; that the village hall committee reviewed the constitution periodically thereby ensuring the requirements of the lease were fulfilled, management procedures for village halls were followed and external demands, for example within The Charities Act, were met. Cllrs were particularly anxious to avoid a situation where the Trustees and committee members were insufficient in number to maintain an effective and vibrant village hall within charitable regulations.            

5. Flooding at the bridge. Cllr Gooch had contacted the LCC bridges engineer to report flood conditions at Keswick Lane bridge in January when water build-up caused flooding. This needed an urgent study to determine whether dredging was required to improve water flow through to avoid future flooding. After discussion, Members agreed Cllr Gooch should raise the question with the Environment Agency and report back.                                                                  (Action DG)    

6. Woodacre Lane. After discussion, Cllr Overfield undertook draw the Police attention to a large van  
parked indiscriminately on Woodacre Lane causing a hazard. “Near miss” incidents had been seen 

and a potential hazard must be avoided. Drivers needed to be aware.                 (Action NO)

7.Mill Lane / Church Lane. Cllr Bradford reported cars parked on the pavement were obstructing its use by persons with pushchairs/children’s buggies. Cllr Stentiford also pointed out that pavement parking in Church Lane on Sundays was excessive. Cllrs were aware in the past the Police had fixed penalty notices on vehicles which caused an obstruction due to inconsiderate parking, particularly when using the pavement, and would continue to do so.    

8. Highways signs. Numerous examples of Highways signs being erected but not taken down were highlighted. Cllr Lobley would speak to the agencies concerned.                          (Action GL)   
9. Street lights / Flower Tubs. Cllr Lobley reported that Bank Top street lights were out; and the support rings on flower tubs were corroded and the tubs could burst. These matters were noted for attention. 









(Action GL & JB)
10. Footpath Congreves to Parkfield. Cllr Lobley recalled that as no planning decision had been made on this matter, the Parish Council did not know now where it stood. Cllrs recognised that it was difficult to identify how this matter could be progressed at this point in time.
11. Hedge cutting. The Chairman asked that the parish magazine report should request residents to cut back hedges and trees before the bird nesting season.                                      
12. Leeds Metro quarterly meeting. The Chairman stated that Parish Councils had been invited to send representatives to this meeting on 20th February 2008. The matter would be considered further by Members and subsequently a member did attend the meeting.

Signed:

Date: 

BPC Feb 08 mins.

